COVID-19 Update
Covington Water District continues to be committed to safely keeping our
customers connected to essential services during the COVID-19 pandemic
emergency. On July 31, Gov. Inslee extended the moratorium on service
disconnects and late fees through Oct. 15 for all energy, landline telephone, and
water utilities. While the proclamation does not relieve customers from the
obligation to pay for utility services, the District is strongly committed to continuing
to work with our customers to help all those who are still being negatively impacted by COVID-19. While several employees
are currently working remotely, the District employees are working hard to make sure all of our customers’ needs are met,
while also ensuring that the health and safety of our employees and customers is made a top priority.
As we all continue to face the difficulties of this ongoing and ever changing pandemic together, the District will continue
to strive to maintain the highest level of customer service at all times. All updates regarding information on COVID-19 can
be found on our website at www.covingtonwater.com.
You can also email customer service at
notify.customerservice@covingtonwater.com if you have any questions.

Maintaining Water Quality
Periodic cleaning of water mains can be an effective and sustainable
water quality and asset management tool. Main cleaning improves
water quality, reduces treatment and pumping costs, and extends
equipment service life. Main Cleaning or Pipe Flushing is broken
down into two categories, reactive and proactive. Proactive flushing
has several different methods including pigging, swabbing, and UniDirectional Flushing. As part of our on-going water quality and asset
management programs Covington Water District recently
completed annual swabbing of our joint Covington-Kent 24”
Transmission line. What is swabbing you might ask?

Swabs emerging from launch station by Kentlake High school.

CWD Staff pushing swabs into launch station on SE 288th

Swabbing is a technique that utilizes a low density, highly
compressed foam cube or cylinder against the water main
pipe wall. Compared with pigs, swabs are lighter, softer, and
lack a pig’s hard, abrasive coating. Because swabs are
usually 125 percent of the pipe’s nominal inside diameter,
they’re compressed during use, which boosts frictional
shear forces against the pipe wall and improves soft deposit
and biofilm removal. Swabs are inserted into the water main
via blow-off assemblies, fire hydrants or purposely designed
launching stations. The swabs make their way through the
water main utilizing system water pressure and exit the
system at a pre-determined location.

If you have any questions about swabbing or other Water Quality related items please contact Glenn Stockman, Water
Quality Lead at 253-867-0944 or glenn.stockman@covingtonwater.com.
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Capital Improvement Projects Currently in Construction
SE 262nd PL & Fiesta Land Water Main Replacement
Purpose: To replace old and undersized water mains on SE 262nd Pl and the Fiesta
Land community. Water mains located in a section of SE 262nd Pl in the City of
Covington and Fiesta Land in the City of Maple Valley were replaced. The streets
impacted by this work were recently repaired and repaved. The project is in the close
out phase.
Sugarloaf Well 4 Pump Installation
Purpose: To add a second source to supply the District’s Sugarloaf Water Supply
System. The Sugarloaf system had only one source of supply. A second supply well
had been drilled and the District installed a new pump in the well and constructed all
associated electrical, mechanical and controls systems needed to begin operation.
The well is now on line and the project is in the close out phase.
CWD Staff on 262nd Pl Main Replacement

Well E Pump Repair
Purpose: To repair the pump in Well E located at the District’s 222nd
Wellfield. Well E is integral to the District’s ground water supply. Recently
the well pump began experiencing mechanical difficulty. The pump will be
pulled from the well and repaired, the well column cleaned and the pump
reinstalled and placed back in operation. The project is currently under
construction.
Witte Road Improvements – Utility Relocation
Purpose: To relocate water main to accommodate the City of Maple Valley’s
Witte Rd Improvement project. The City of Maple Valley is improving a
section of Witte Rd. In order to accommodate the work, sections of the
existing water main need to be removed and relocated. These sections of
water main are 40 years old. Included in this work is the replacement of old
fire hydrants and meter service lines. The project is currently under
Vendor Removing Well E Pump & Motor
construction.
Witte Treatment Plant Actuator & Meter Replacement
Purpose: To replace old automated valve actuators and flow meters. Currently the
Witte Treatment plant has to be operated manually due to the high failure rates of
the existing equipment. The existing equipment will be replaced and the plant will be
able to operate in automatic mode, which will free up staff to address other
operational and maintenance needs. Construction is scheduled to start in August
2020.
Witte Treatment Plant
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Meet Emily McGinty – Employee Spotlight
We enjoy introducing our team to the community and industry through Employee Highlights! We will periodically pick an
employee to present them to you so you can get to know us even better. We'd like to introduce Emily McGinty, GIS
Technician at Covington Water District.
Start Date: February 10, 2020
Day-to-Day Responsibilities: Currently, I’m spending most of my time
working on improvements to our current data system so we can
migrate into a geometric network and learning about how data is
structured and processed at our organization. Soon, I’ll be assisting
with system maintenance, hydrologic modeling, ESRI app development,
and producing analyses and map layouts for communication and
development decisions.
What motivated/intrigued you about working for Covington Water
District?
I worked a six month GIS internship with Lake Whatcom Water and
Sewer District in Bellingham in 2019. I was fascinated and surprised by
how much I had to learn. This prompted me to look into other districts
for employment once my internship ended.
Personal Background: I grew up in the Everett area and moved to Bellingham after high school to attend Western
Washington University. I studied environmental science and received my BS in 2019, along with a certificate and minor in
geographic information science (GIS). I remained in Bellingham, working various internships to build my resume, until
taking the position with Covington Water District this year. I now live in Renton with my cat, Bree.
Outside Interests: When I’m not working, I can be found reading a book, cooking or baking, and out enjoying nature and
the company of friends. Since I’m new to the area, I’m still getting familiar with my new surroundings and opportunities.
Fun Fact: I volunteered for a wildlife rehabilitation clinic in high school where I handled raptors such as owls and hawks.
Owls have been my favorite undomesticated animal ever since.
What has kept you coming to work each day at Covington Water District?
My coworkers and my work. I’ve felt right at home amongst my coworkers since day one. They’ve all been so welcoming
and helpful in my transition. I’m also looking forward to what we can do with data and technologies to make our district
more efficient and provide resources to our teams and customers.
To find out more or connect with Emily, feel free to visit her LinkedIn profile at: linkedin.com/in/ermcginty
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Preparing Your Yard for Winter
The best thing you can do for your yard is to prepare it for spring
now before winter arrives. The following is a list of tasks that
are commonly recommended before winter sets in.
Yard Care
• Prune shrubs in late fall, after a couple of frosts. Wait to
prune trees until after they have gone dormant.
• Harvest all fruit from trees to prevent them rotting and
attracting pests and diseases.
• Apply mulch and the appropriate fertilizer to plants to
promote root growth.
• Consider planting new trees and shrubs, they will have a
chance to become established before the heat of the
summer. Some bulbs are best planted in the fall.
• Remove diseased or dead branches and trees before
Remove weeds as they can survive the winter.
they become a problem.
• Rake up leaves and dead grass to prevent buildup that can suffocate the grass and prevent growth.
• Over seeding, aerating and fertilizing the lawn before winter can encourage a healthy yard in spring.
• Winterize sprinkler systems.
Garden Care
• Remove vegetables and annuals that are done for the season. Leaving them in the ground can encourage pests
and disease.
• Remove weeds as they can survive the winter and go to seed in the spring.
• Apply mulch on garden beds and shrubs. This will help the soil hold in heat and moisture and prevent weeds.
• Save time in the spring by preparing your garden beds now. You can add compost and manure that can work into
the soil during the winter.

The District will be closed in observance of the following holidays:
Wednesday, November 11th - Veterans Day
Thursday & Friday, November 26th & 27th – Thanksgiving Holiday
Thursday & Friday, December 24th & 25th – Christmas Holiday
Friday, January 1st – New Year’s Day
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