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Mark your Calendar!

FEMA Building Resilient Infrastructure and
Communities Program
The District requires all crossconnections to be protected
by customer installed
backflow prevention
assemblies and be tested on
an annual basis before July
31st of each year. These tests
can be completed and
submitted to the District any
time after January. You do not
need to wait until July to
complete this test. Many
testers are very busy the
closer you get to the due date.
We encourage you to
schedule your test early to
allow the test to be completed
prior to the due date to avoid
any fines.

Photo of existing Tank 4

Photo of proposed
replacement

The Covington Water District is seeking funding from the FEMA Building Resilient Infrastructure and
Communities (BRIC) program for the replacement of Tank No 4. The existing Tank No. 4 is a 4.0million-gallon (MG) circular, ground-level steel water reservoir and was constructed in 1976. The tank
currently provides storage for the District’s largest portion of the service area, the 660 Pressure Zone,
which provides service to approximately 40% of the customer connections for Covington Water District.
In 2000, an evaluation of Tank No. 4 found the foundation inadequate for overturning stability under the
maximum credible earthquake event of the time. In a 2009 follow-up evaluation and preliminary design
to evaluate seismic upgrades, the assessment noted several major structural deficiencies that includes
concurrence with the 2000 evaluation. At the time of the study it was also noted the cost of replacing
the seismically deficient tank would be similar to the seismic upgrades that were needed.
The Covington Water District has determined a new tank for the existing Tank No. 4 will serve a newly
established 700 Pressure Zone. The replacement tank will be taller to meet adequate pressure
elevations, and will meet current IBC and seismic design requirements. The new, more resilient tank will
also be sized to minimize dead storage and water quality concerns, as well as meet storage and fire
flow requirements and future demands. The proposed tank will be a 1.5 MG composite elevated water
storage tank constructed with a reinforced concrete base column supporting a welded steel storage
tank. The proposed tank will have a smaller total capacity and greater usable capacity, which decreases
the water age and provides more water quality benefits.
The District continually seeks out ways to ease the burden of rate increases on our stakeholders. For
the Tank 4 replacement project the District is seeking funding from the FEMA BRIC program. The BRIC
program supports states, local communities, tribes and territories as they undertake hazard mitigation
projects, reducing the risks they face from disasters and natural hazards. BRIC is a new FEMA predisaster hazard mitigation program that replaces the existing Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM) program.
The BRIC program guiding principles are supporting communities through capability- and capacitybuilding; encouraging and enabling innovation; promoting partnerships; enabling large projects;
maintaining flexibility; and providing consistency. The BRIC program aims to categorically shift the
federal focus away from reactive disaster spending and toward research-supported, proactive
investment in community resilience.

For more information about
cross-connections and
backflow prevention
assemblies, please see the
District’s website at
www.covingtonwater.com

District staff has been working diligently on the BRIC program application in the hope of securing 25%
of the Districts estimated total project cost of $7,082,000. Washington State submitted 22 projects worth
over $141 million, of those 12 were from the King County region. We are proud to report the District’s
project was among 22 projects selected by Washington State for submission to FEMA for funding
consideration. Project selection will happen in the summer of 2021. The District hopes our project is
among those selected for funding under the FEMA BRIC program.

NOTICE OF POSSIBLE
VENDOR DATA
BREACH

Fire Hydrant
Inspections

Covington Water District was
notified of a potential

Here is what you need to know
about Covington Water District’s
fire hydrant maintenance program.

security/data breach related to
its utility billing vendor,
Automatic Funds Transfer
Services Inc. (AFTS). The AFTS
Photo of a Fire Hydrant during an inspection

servers were encrypted by
ransomware sometime after
rd

business hours on Feb 3 .
Information is still being
reviewed to determine the
extent of the attack and what
information was exposed.

The District contracts with AFTS
to print and mail residential and
commercial utility billing as well
as the processing of paper and
electronic check payments.
Potentially breached information
from the AFTS database may

The District currently has over 2,400 fire hydrant assets spread throughout the service area. As part
of our proactive asset management strategy, each hydrant is inspected and serviced every two years.
As part of the inspection, operators check the visual condition of the hydrant, noting any deficiencies
that may need to be addressed, such as surface cleaning, painting or clearance issues. Local fire
code requires a 3 foot clearance around the hydrant to ensure that fire fighters can access and operate
it during an emergency. Operators then fully operate the hydrant to ensure that it functions correctly,
checking the following conditions:







Hydrant fully opens and closes
Isolation valve fully closes
Hydrant drains properly when closed
Hydrant does not leak when under pressure
Document static system pressure
Document chlorine residual

This information is then tracked in our asset management software, and helps identify any required
repairs or maintenance.

have included customer names,
addresses, phone numbers, and

All of this ensures that each fire hydrant will operate as intended during an emergency situation.

billing amount. The AFTS
servers do not contain our
customer’s social security

Covington Water District Q&A

numbers, birthdate, driver’s

Question: What does Covington Water District use to treat our water?

license numbers, credit card

Answer:

information, or any other

Chlorine (Sodium Hypochlorite)

personal identification numbers.

Customers who pay their water

The District treats all ground water sources with the addition of chlorine (sodium hypochlorite) to protect
against microorganisms which can cause illnesses such as typhoid, cholera, hepatitis and giardiasis.

copies of paper checks and the

This chlorination process is completed at the source where chlorine levels are monitored 24/7. Free
chlorine residuals are also monitored throughout the water system 24/7. While chlorine does an excellent
job of killing the microorganisms that may be harmful to you, chlorine also reacts with natural organic
material commonly found in surface water sources such as the Regional Water Supply System. This
reaction forms compounds called disinfection byproducts. The District meets drinking water standards for
two groups of disinfection byproduct compounds. Byproduct levels found in water depend primarily on:
• The amount of natural organic material in the water.
• The amount of chlorine used to treat the water.
• The amount of time it takes water to reach the customer.
• The temperature of the water.
To learn more about chlorine and drinking water standards, please visit;

file data for electronic payments

http://www.doh.wa.gov/CommunityandEnvironment/DrinkingWater/Disinfection/ChlorinationofDrinkingWater.

bill by mailing a paper check or
through their bank bill pay
service are encouraged to
monitor their bank account for
unusual activity and report
anything suspicious to their
bank immediately. Scanned

are stored on the AFTS servers
including bank account and
routing numbers.

Caustic Soda (Sodium Hydroxide)
The District treats the 222nd Well Field with sodium hydroxide to raise the pH (a measurement of acidity)
of the water. This treatment makes the water less corrosive on plumbing and reduces the amount of lead
and copper that can dissolve into the drinking water.

Covington Water District takes
its role of safeguarding your
personal information seriously.
We continue to look at
additional measures that we can
adopt to ensure the highest
level of security for personal
information. To learn more
please visit
www.covingtonwater.com and
read our full information security
update.

Photos of Covington Water Districts 222nd Corrosion Control Facility

Witte Well Field Capital Improvement Project

APPLYING FOR
WATER AVAILABILITY
AND DEVELOPER
AGREEMENTS JUST
GOT EASIER!
Covington Water District would
like to introduce a new service
“Citizen Connect”. This service
allows you to submit an
application, pay fees, check
status, retrieve and submit
documents relating to your
Water Availability Letter or
Developer Agreement online.
No need to mail or commute,
you can do it all online through
our permit tracking system.

How to Apply ONLINE:
Witte Well Field Treatment Facility prior to valve actuator work.

Covington Water District is on the leading edge of
Asset Management and has invested both time and
resources to help identify the useful life expectancy
of its assets across its hierarchy. Part of the long
term investment is a software tool that allows staff
to identify upcoming Capital Improvement Project
(CIP) needs and then prioritize them. This tool is
referred to as the asset information management
system (AIMS). This system uses a laundry list of
parameters including what’s referred to as “Useful
Life” and then establishes estimated rehab and
replacement parameters.
As a part of the CWD 2021 CIP program our AIMS
tool provided the necessary outputs required to
identify the need for Witte Well Treatment plant
improvements. The Witte Well Treatment plant has
many assets involved that enable the treatment of
well water before it’s sent into the distribution
system. Part of that system is automated valves
that control the individual filters during the various

stages of water treatment. Those valves were
identified in our AIMS software as 25 year useful life
items. Consequently, the Witte Treatment facility
was built in 1995 and many of the automated valves
have failed. This has not stopped the ability to treat
water, but it has made it far more labor intensive
and much less efficient.
The Witte Treatment CIP will replace the failing
automated valves and also provide some electrical
upgrades. That will result in less labor time and
improved efficiency, leading to improved processes
allowing extra labor time to be spent in other
programs across the distribution system.
With the help of our trained staff and the outputs of
the AIMS software, CWD continues to make sound
financial decisions that will keep the distribution
system and all of its components viable now and in
perpetuity.



Go to
www.covingtonwater.com



Click 'Development'



Click 'Citizen Connect'



Sign in or Register



To begin you will need
parcel number and address
or general location

COVID RESOURCES

Visit www.covingtonwater.com
links to financial programs for
individuals and small
businesses. You can also find
links to COVID-19 related news
from public health websites.

Covington Water District
Board of Commissioners

Left to Right; Kevin Fuhrer, David B. Roselle, Alan Eades,
Tal Weberg, Brad Lake

CAREER CENTER
Open Positions:

General Manager
Thomas Keown

Facility Operator
Design Engineer

@Covington_Water
Stay up-to-date on the
latest here at CWD!

To find out more about this position please visit the careers
page at www.covingtonwater.com. There you can
subscribe to job posting notifications to be automatically
alerted to the latest career opportunities by clicking the
Notify Me button.
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